SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15 OF PART I OF THE
TULARE COUNTY ORDINANCE CODE, PERTAINING TO CIVIL DEFENSE AND
DISASTER

On AUGUST 16, 2022, at 9:30 a.m., in the Human Resources and Development Building, located
at 2500 West Burrell Avenue, in Visalia, California, the Tulare County Board of Supervisors
(*Board”) adopted an ordinance amending the Civil Defense and Disaster Response Ordinance,
contained in Chapter 15 of Part I of the Tulare County Ordinance Code (the “Ordinance™).

The Ordinance updates statutory references contained within Tulare County’s Civil Defense and
Disaster Response Ordinance and update existing definitions to better match the State’s
definitions of local disasters. The Ordinance also explicitly authorizes the Director of Emergency
Services to issue orders in the case of a proclaimed emergency and request a proclamation of
emergency from the Governor. The Ordinance also updates language in order to allow for more
timely and efficient response when legally allowed.

This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days from the date of approval. The Board approved
the ordinance by the following roll call vote:

AYES: SUPERVISORS MICARI, VANDER POEL, SHUKLIAN, VALERO
AND TOWNSEND
NOES: NONE
ABSTAIN: NONE
ABSENT: NONE

COUNTY OF TULARE
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Chair, Board of Supervisors
EDWARDO VALERO

ATTEST: JASONT. BRITT
County Administrative Officer/
Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors
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ORDINANCE NO. 3613
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15 OF PART | OF THE
ORDINANCE CODE OF TULARE COUNTY, PERTAINING TO CIVIL DEFENSE
AND DISASTER.
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF TULARE
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Chapter 15 is hereby amended to Part | of the Ordinance

Code, to read:

CHAPTER 15. CIVIL DEFENSE AND DISASTER

1-15-1000 GENERAL PROVISIONS:

The purposes of this Chapter are to provide for the preparation and carrying out of plans for
disaster and emergency services, the protection of persons and property within the County in the
event of an emergency, the direction of the emergency organization, and the coordination of
emergency functions of the County with all other affected persons and agencies, both public and
private. Any expenditure made in connection with such disaster or emergency services, including
mutual aid activities, shall be deemed conclusively to be for the direct protection and benefit of
the inhabitants and property in the County. This Chapter also implements the California
Emergency Services Act for the County of Tulare.

1-15-1005 DEFINITIONS:
Except where the context otherwise requires, the following definitions shall govern the
construction of this Chapter:

(a) "Emergency" means the actual or threatened existence of conditions of disaster or of extreme
peril to the safety of persons and property within this County caused by conditions which include,
but are not limited to, air pollution, fire, flood, storm, epidemic, riot, earthquake, or other
conditions provided in Government Code Section 8558(c)(1).

(b) “Health Emergency” means the actual or threatened existence of health-related conditions
that impacts public health by such conditions as a release, spill, escape, or entry of waste and the
director or the local health officer reasonably determines that the waste is a hazardous waste or
medical waste, or that it may become hazardous waste or medical waste because of a
combination or reaction with other substances or materials, and the director or local health officer
reasonably determines that the release or escape is an immediate threat to the public health, or
whenever there is an imminent and proximate threat of the introduction of any contagious,
infectious, or communicable disease, chemical agent, noncommunicable biologic agent, toxin, or
radioactive agent.

(c) "Emergency Services" means the preparation for carrying out disaster control functions, other
than functions for which military forces are primarily responsible, and to prevent, minimize and
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repair injury and damage resulting from disasters. It shall not include, nor does any provision of
this Chapter apply to, any condition relating to a labor controversy.

(d) "Disaster" means but is not is not limited to the definition provided in Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 19
§ 2900 subsection (g) and also includes any other occurrence in the County caused by human or
natural events, threatening or causing danger to public health and safety of the residents of the
County or to property therein.

(e)

(f) "Tulare Operational Area" means the unincorporated area of the County; the incorporated
areas of the Cities of Dinuba, Exeter, Farmersville, Lindsay, Porterville, Tulare, Visalia and
Woodlake; and all entities classified as special districts.

(g) "Office of Emergency Services" means those physical facilities of Tulare County constituting
the Tulare Operational Area’s Office of Emergency Services, Emergency Operations Centers,
and the necessary staff and personnel to operate such facilities on a day to day or disaster and
emergency basis.

(h) "Tulare Operational Area Emergency Council” shall be the local disaster council as defined in
the California Emergency Services Act, Government Code section 8610.

(i) The “Director of Emergency Services,” also referred to as the “Emergency Services Director,”
shall be the County Administrative Officer, as defined in Tulare County Code section 1-03-1000 of
this Ordinance Code.

(j) The “Coordinator of Emergency Services,” also referred to as the “Emergency Services
Coordinator,” shall be the Assistant County Administrative Officer.

1-15-1010 EMERGENCY COUNCIL: MEMBERSHIP:
(a) The Emergency Council of the Tulare Operational Area is hereby created and shall consist of
the following members or their respective designees:

(1) The Director of Emergency Services shall serve as Chair, and is a voting member

(2) The Coordinator of Emergency Services shall serve as Vice Chair, and shall have no
vote except in the circumstances described in subparagraphs (b) and (c)

(3) The Emergency Services Manager, who shall have no vote except in the circumstances
described in subparagraphs (b) and (c)

(4) County Public Health Officer, or his/her designee, as a non-voting member

(5) Tulare County Fire Chief, or his/her designee, as a non-voting member

(6) Tulare County Sheriff, or his/her designee, as a non-voting member

(7) One voting representative appointed by each incorporated city within the County
(8) One voting representative appointed by the Tule River Indian Tribe

(9) Other non-voting members may be appointed by a simple majority vote

(b) Each incorporated city within the County, the Tule River Indian Tribe, and the County shall
each have one vote on the Emergency Council. Voting shall be conducted as outlined in section
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